200.   STATEMENT TO THE PRESS

[Before November 12, 1931]1

The whole report is garbled,2 and contradicts what I am
prepared to accept. It is wholly unnecessary for me to go into
the details It is sufficient for me to say unequivocally that there
is no difference in substance between what Mr. Sastn and other
friends want and what I am prepared to accept.

The Bombay Chronicle, 14-11-1931

201.   SPEECH AT COMMONWEALTH OF INDIA LEAGUE*

LONDON,
November 12, 1931

MR.  CHAIRMAN AND  FRIENDS,

It gives me great pleasure to be in your midst this morning.
The change that you have made in the wording of your object is
a good change, but I would suggest that you went a step further
and have as your object puma swaraj which is the Indian render-
ing of complete independence. The original objective of the
Indian National Congress was swaraj, but since certain conven-
tional meanings grew up round this term3 the Congress, in order
to make its claim quite clear, added one word 'purna', which
means complete.

I have always been of the opinion that a Committee of the
nature of the Commonwealth of India League should avoid affi-
liation to the Congress, in order that it may retain an independ-
ent existence, that it may be at liberty to exercise an independent
judgment, thereby acquiring a greater influence with public opi-
nion in this country than if it were merely the mouthpiece of

1 The statement was originally published in The Hindu of this date.

2 The reference is to the rumours that Gandhyi was strongly inclined to
accept Provincial Autonomy and that his attitude was not shared by Srimvasa
Sastn, Sapru and others*

3 This was a meeting of the Executive Committee and Parliamentary Com-
mittee of the League.    Among those present were Horrabin, Chairman, and
V. K. Krishna Menon, Secretary.
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